JULY NEWSLETTER

A Monthly Publication by Floradale Feed Mill Ltd.

Z”Maaf; o Zﬂwoé@ ondaervile

Vol 4 Issue 7

CLOSED MONDAY
AUGUST 3RD

We appreciate you planning
your feed orders accordingly.
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Get more milk for less. Advantage+ is a high-quality robot
pellet made with choice ingredients to support maximum
milk production — without the premium price tag.
Formulated with quality and palatability in mind, this ‘
pellet is crafted to consistently attract cows to the robot

and keep performance high. ' ‘ : "ﬁx‘ SEPTEMBER 15 - 17
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CHECKING FORAGE DRY MATTER

The dry matter content of a forage is everything left over after the water has been removed from a forage sample. The remaining solids contain all the
forage’s nutrients. Harvesting at the correct dry matter is important to prevent spoilage and to ensure that proper fermentation occurs. Since rations are
formulated on a dry matter basis, regular testing of dry matter helps with monitoring feed intakes and understanding changes in feed intake.

It is important to note that while dry matter refers to the nutrient content of the forage without the water, “as fed”
is the all encompassing term that includes the water content and dry matter. While we balance on a dry matter
basis, the amounts fed on farm are your as fed values to incorporate the water content of the forage, ensuring
the amounts you feed are accurate to provide the proper amount of amount dry matter that the nutritionist has
balanced the diet for.

To find the dry matter content of a forage sample, start by weighing 100 grams of forage into the basket of a
Koster Tester. Turn on the heat and leave the forage to dry for at least one hour. After one hour, check the weight
of the basket and forage at least two times, ten minutes apart. If the weight does not change in that time, all the
water has been evaporated and the remaining forage can be weighed to find the dry matter content. If the
weight does continue to change, check every ten minutes until the weight stabilizes. The weight of forage left in
the basket is the dry matter percentage.

For Example

100 g of corn silage has dried down to 38 grams. The dry matter of the corn silage is

38%. To find the moisture content of the feed, just subtract the dry matter from 100.
100-38 = 62, so the moisture of the corn silage is 62%.

To determine how a change in dry matter affects the amount of forage to feed, take the original dry matter
percentage and multiply it by the amount fed. The result is the amount of dry matter fed. Divide this number
by the new dry matter percentage, and the result is the new feeding amount of the forage.

For Example

For example: you were feeding 500 kg of corn silage (as fed) at 32% dry matter. The
corn silage is now 38% dry matter. 500 kg x 0.32 = 160 kg dry matter. 160 + 0.38 = 421
kg. The new feeding amount of corn silage is 421 kg (as fed).
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QUICK GUIDE

Dry matter % =
100% — Moisture %

Moisture % =
100% — Dry matter %

Dry Matter Change

Feeding amount (Ibs or kgs as fed)
x original dry matter % = amount
dry matter fed

Amount dry matter + new dry
matter % = new feeding amount
(Ibs or kgs as fed)
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